Human transferrin polymorphism.
The application of isoelectric focussing (IEF) has revealed a large amount of heterogeneity in the human transferrin (TF) system and has enhanced its potential value in anthropological and genetic studies. The average heterozygosity has been elevated from 0.05, observed by conventional methods of electrophoresis, to 0.29 detected by IEF. So far approximately 30,000 individuals from 122 population groups have been analyzed for TF subtypes to evaluate the magnitude of genetic variation at the TF locus. Possible environmental and biological factors, which may be operating to maintain the TF polymorphism, are discussed.